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A POLITICAL ESSAY UPON STUPID PEOPLE. 

{Not BY THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON.) 

Snmmo9 posse viros et magna exempla daturea 
Vervecum in patriii, crassoque sub S«re nasci. 

Jcrv. 

Every body has heard of the superstition that idiotft are peculiarly 
the children of heaven, and every one knows that the pretty and en- 
deaiing epithet of " Innocent" is that which is commonly applied to 
them in Ireland, through an universal acknowledgment of their " right 
divine." However this may be, it is quite clear to me, and it is a con- 
clusion to which I have not come without much meditation, that 
stupid people are (in these days at all events) the peculiaiiy &Toured of 
men; perhaps from some cause which a deeper philosopher than I would 
discover to be antdogous to that which has led to the superstition afore- 
said concerning idiots. As I do not pretend to ' sound my perilous way' 
through those profound metaphysicu depths wherein the ' cognoscere 
causas' men discover every thing, and yet am such a friend to humanity 
as to be uuwiUing to suppose men guilty of adopting a system without 
some good cause, I have been casting about to find such reasons as lie 
within my reach, for the iaror and success which usually wait upon 
stupidity, and I hope I have not been altogether imsuccessful in my 
researches. 

As the world goes, it seems to be admitted as highly convenient, 
that people should foUow the laws and the rules set down for them, 
without q«iestion. Of what use is it to the world that it has grown so 
old, if we are still to be troubled with persons who make objections ? 
Surely we have found out by this time what is best to be done, and be 
who makes any cavil about walking in the precise track in which he is 
commanded to walk, is questionless a mischievous meddler with that 
which he cannot mend. Now your stupid man is just the person proper 
for this condition of the world : he can, aye, and he will, follow his 
nose ; and all that is necessary is to turn his nose in the direction 
whither he is wanted to go, and so, the thing is done. How diffe- 
rent and how much more inconvenient is the person who thinks- 
Instead of instantly doing what be is bid, he begins to think whether 
he ought to do it or not, and ten to one bat his obedience will altoge- 
ther depend upon his opinion of the reasonableness of the mandate. 
Such conduct is manifestly subversive of all discipline, and might so 
exceedingly obstruct the •management of affairs, that I cannot but greatly 
admire the wisdom of the present time in selecting people for employ* 
ments in which any hitch or stoppage would be a public inconvenience, 
from that useful class which is the subject of my essay. 

With respect to public employments, (for since I hare touched upo" 
a matter so important, it would not be decorous to leave it suddenly ('"' 
inferior things,) it seems to me manifest that those whose qualities 
most uniformly procure success in the ordinary business of life, woulii 
he most likely to succeed in the higher duties which pertain to govern- 
ment, and I can affirm, both from my own knowledge, and that of ' 
kinsman of mine who has for the last forty-five years been at the bes" 
of a very thriving concern in the city, that a plain stupid man, w'"' 
follows his business steadily, as his father did before him, and msk^* 
the debtor and creditor sides of his ledger do the work of thougbt >"' 
him, is the man most ceitdia to pro3per. Old Squaretoes of Minci"? 
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lane, who died last year, and left two hundred and thirty thousand 
pounds to his wife's daughters, had a peculiar custom, which few people 
could see the use of, of scraping his shoes three times always, before he 
went into his connting'-house, whether the streets were covered with 
mud, or as dry as his own counter, and the reason he gave was, that 
the man he s^-ved his time to, did the like, and he died worth a plum, 
when such fortunes were rare, even in the city. In short, he who 
knows how many beans make five, but never troubles himself with such 
matters as why Pythagoras thought proper to abhor the eating of^beans, 
IS the man more likely to succeed as a corn chandler ; and why not, I 
should like to know, as a chancellor of the exchequer. I cannot help 
alluding to this oflBce in particular, because it seems to have something 
in It analogous to the employments of my city friends, and since »imilis 
simili gaudet, I cannot but rejoice in the exceeding appropriateness 
with which, in modem times, a selection has been made of one, who, 
if fate had given him his humbler fortune in a city shop, must, accord- 
ing to the experience I have cited, have made a fortune. 

It is pleasing, when one has made the discovery of a principle such 
as mine, viz. that stupidity is a very excellent thing, to find pec^e in 
this country very generally acting upon it for their advantage, though 
without acknowledgment, and perhaps without perception of the prin- 
ciple itself. Any one who looks abroad into the world may now plainly 
See, that he who would get on, immediately becomes as stupid as his 
nature will permit, and truth to say, nature is very kind in this parti- 
pnlar to most men. Let us just look at the several walks of life for 
Illustrations of this truth, first premising by way of gjpneral remark 
applicable to the whole, that no great or commanding genius is so fool- 
ish as to' show itself in the present time ; and as it is said by the poli- 
tical economists, and therefore must be true, that the supply always 
^pts itself to the demand, it is clear that there is no demand, and con- 
sequently no use, for any but stupid people. 

Now to particulars— as to the business world — ^the people of the city, 
•—that has been already touched upon ; intellect is at a discount there, 
*nd justly ; it always gets into the Gazette.* A mtui with sharp wits 
*ill not do for tallow, lead, and cotton wool ; he goes from the royal 
exchange to the stock exchange, blazes there for a while, and then goes 
to the devil, or to Basinghall-street, which is the same thing or worse ; 
the legions of devils, or " sets," as they call them there, being in nura- 
"M fourteen. 

In the professions — ^first, the military. Here, it must be admitted, a 
most unequalled genius shone ; one, to whose- glory, all the world paid 
homage 

" Nit oriturum alias, nil orttim tate fatentes," 

^ut as this instance endangered the uniformity of the stupidity system, 
''^ Was taken from his place of high renown ; arms yielded to the gown 
?l- . Lord High Treasurer, and we made our military hero, a Prime 
' '"'ster. This was certainly a bold stroke for the system, and " itself 
«one" is a sufficient illi^tration for the military department. 
In the choreh^-amongst the many points regarding the members of 
* sacred profession, which have been lately mb lite in the controversy 

^ * '''ougli oar inend's oWrvatien holds accurately of the D. L. O., we are 
Plir '' ^"^ffli t" 'uggest, that he probably means the bankrujit calendar in thii 
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betweeil a spiritual and a temporal peer, I am not -aware that they have 
specially alluded to the proficiency in stupidity which theprofeseiion has 
generally attained* As the bishops are confessedly above praise^ I 
trust I shall be excused from saying anything particular about' them, 
but I do not hesitate to declare, that in my opinion^ the generality of 
those who have a beneficial interest in preaching in pur London parish 
churches, have, on the score of stupidity, no slight ground of prefer- 
ment. Of the Bishops, as I have already said, I do not presume to 
speak, bat of the various ranks beneath them, I think I-can-jadg« by 
the degree of stupidity to be found in their sermons, and by which their 
promotion has, no doubt, been graduated. A mere curate, oi occasional 
lecturer, wiU sometimes deliver a discourse in which yov shall hardly 
discover anything of this valuable quality— a rector is almost sure to 
have a considerable portion of it, (though there are,' doubtless^.' excep- 
tions,) but as for archdeacons, prebendaries, and deans, you; may be 
quite sure of meeting with no disappointment in this regarit , They are 
too well aware of the value of stupidity to neglect it-s cnltivation, and 
one dean that I wot of, whose preferment is good enough to give him 
a relish for a better, has lately given a striking example of his prudence 
in this particular. By a warmth of feeling incident to some tempera- 
ments, he had been indiscreet enough, to forsake the judicious line of 
stupidity, and actually to write pamphlets of which the vigorous sense, 
and elegant sarcasm, were only to be surpassed by the felicity and power 
of their diction. But he has seen the error of his ways, and since the 
publication of one short letter pertaining to the last Oxford University 
election, he ^as most sagaciously kept his mouth shut, and his pen idle. 
Some contend that his silence is owing to a con^dction, learned from 
experience, that it is imprudent to write that which circumstance might 
afterwards make it prudent not to profess, but I ain of opinion, thougb 
it militates against the unique quality of my discovery, that he ha» 
found out, contemporaneously with myself, the excellence of stupidity, 
and therefore, dwells in that dull obscurity, most becoming the character 
of a stupid man. 

From the church, the transition is natural to the law, and any one 
who frequents Westminster Hsdl, will hardly be.duposed to deny, that 
whether my principle be there understood or not, it is practically acted 
upon with marvellous unanimity. There did appear within a year or 
two, some alarming symptoms of an infraction of the system, in conse- 
quence of the nervous eloquence, and vigorous knowledge of the com- 
mon law, possessed by Sir John Copley ; but a succession of events took 
place, most glorious in the annals of the reig^ of stupidity, by the re- 
moval of some foes, and the elevation of others to places, where tbej 
necessarily became friends. Death removed Lord Gifford from the 
Rolls, and a change of ministry Lord Eldon from the woolsack; hef* 
indeed, were two mighty enemies removed — ^Ajax the less, and AJ8* 
Telamon. Sir John Copley successively filled 'their places, and fr""" 
being the powerfiil foe of stupidity in the court of king's bench, b"* 
become a very effective friend in the court of chancery. 

As to the bar generally, their claims to proficiency in this ne* 
but noble science, are by no means contemptible ; nor should tn* 
peculiar merits in this respect of the commissioners of enquiry into tn* 
law of real property, be passed over without notice. Their rep"''' 
speaks for itself, and is as pretty an exercise in the science, as tnf 
aptest scholars could be expected to produce. Indeed, when the rif" 
reward of fees, which frequently waits upon remarkable stupidity '* 
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recollected, it is not to be wondered at, that emulation should be roused, 
and much proficiency attained. Many lawyers have made much money, 
and have left it after them, for to take such, dross to Pluto, would be 
like £an^in§p> ' cinders, to Newcastle ; but in my time no man has left so 

mncfa behind him. as old Mr. ■- — , who died last year, and since I 

profess that stupidity is an excellent thing, I shtdl not be considered as 
trenching upon the rule of nil nisihonum, concerning the defunct, when 
1 say that in that line he was a first rate man. 

I eannot, however, leave Westminster-hall without admitting that 
there is tlterein a very striking exception to the supremacy of stupi- 
dity—it was, perhaps, left to prove the rule; but if a system the very 
opposite of the stupidity system were that which prevailed— if singular 
astuteness, admirable temper, continual industry, capacious knowledge^ 
and {oi' astonishing facility in the application of it to the details of busi- 
ness,' iwere held to be the indispensable requisites of a judge, no man 
coiild more completely satisfy these requisites in every particular, than 
Lord Tenterden, the chief justice 6f England, and the ornament of the 
court of king's bench in which he presides — a truce with irony for a 
moment, and let me seriously hope, that he may long continue there, 
the able, independent, impartial dispenser of justice, according to the 
rules of that law, which he so thoroughly understands ! 

Bnt passing through Westminster Hall, let us approach, with becoming 
deference, the chapel of St. Stephens', and let him who honors the pow- 
erful goddess of dulness, take off his hat witk silent respect, in this, 
the chief temple of her votaries. The priests belonging to this great 
temple are in number six hundred and fifty-eight, the practice of whose 
lives gires conclusive evidence, that not more than the-aSId number over 
the ^hundreds have ever transgressed the strictest canons of stupidity. 
Look along the seats, and view, with calm delight, the various forms in 
which these votaries of the system display the different modifications of 
the one grand principle. You shall see the smirking stupidity, the 
pedantic stupidity, the d<^ged stupidity, the obstreperous stupidity, and 
as many other kinds as fertile nature, aided by man's fertile invention, 
hath yet devised. 

The time has been, when the blessings of such unanimity and per- 
fection were not : men wielding the ponderous arms of solid sense, or 
sending forth arrowy showers of wit and pleasantry, dwelt in those 
places, where now, stupidity reigns with undisputed sway. We have 
fallen upon more judicious times, when the useless labour of thinking 
'8 not mshed upon with such Quixotic eagerness. W^hy should a man 
trouble himself^ to think about a subject, when the result is, that he 
^vill probably feel and speak earnestly about it, and when to do so is 
decidedly vulgar? Are there not many occupations more agreeable 
than that of investigating such dry and sometimes extensive details, as 
are connected with the subjects propounded for consideration in that 
temple? And if any of the priests- think it necessary to speak, in 
prder that their names may be heard of in the records of their proceed- 
ings, is it not easier to get off by heart a few words ont of a book or 
pamphlet, than to think about the matter ? One of the priests, who is 
^ery popular with certain of the journals, and a portion of the public, 
has been kind enough to communicate to me, his secret for enabling him 
to speak, without the labour of thought. He has a paper by him, with 
* number of the most important words, which have been observed to 
lorm the stock in trade of the pamphlets written by those of the party 
With which he would wish to think, if he could do so without the 
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trouble of thinking, and he says he has only to use a proper proportion 
of these, at certain intervals filling up the space between with any vocal 
sound, no matter what. He shewed me this paper, in which I observed, 
with many other terms to which I had not been unaccustomed — " Free- 
dom of commercial intercourse." " Parliamentary returns." " Surplus 
population." " Liberal views." " Right honorable secretary," &c. &c 
I thanked the gentleman for his courtesy in imparting this useful secret, 
and was more than ever satisfied of the benefit of the stupidity system. 
Methinks that this science has now advanced &r enough to render 
it expedient that an university should be founded for teaching its doc- 
trines. Not, indeed, that they are very hard to learn ; but as they are so 
useful, the privileges attendant upon university degrees should be placed 
within the power of those who have attained great proficiency. I know 
many to whom I am sure, that even upon a slight examinaticHi, the 
highest honors of such an university woiJd be awarded by acdamation. 
Besides there are certain persons of great consideration in the political 
world, ministers even, the rejected of universities, who might have 
every reasonable chance of representing such an institution in parlia- 
ment, and as it would, no doubt, be an object to them, t& hold so respec- 
table a representation, it may be fairly conjectured that their assistance 
would not be wanting, were such an establishment properly proposed 
for their consideration. The only doubt that occurs to me upon the 
subject, is as to the propriety of showering any more benefits upon a 
class already so highly, and, no doubt, so deservedly favoured, as that of 
the " stupid people." 

P.S. — ^In r^rring to the professions, I omitted the medical, although 
I have met some M. D.'s who are, I think, well entitled to a h^h 
degree from the university I have spoken of; but to this profession 
generally, and more especially to the surgical part <rf it, the rules 
respecting the efficacy of stupidity do not apply. The professors of 
this art, like those of the science of mathematics, (by the bye they both 
deal in demonttrations,) must prove their theories by the event, and 
this requires an exactness of practice, for which the stupidity rules are 
not intended. 

It is only in those cases where results are liable to a difference of 
opinion as to their truth or value, which is the condition of most of the 
results in human affairs, that the doctrines of the stupidity system 
apply with full force and efficacy. 

Note-well. — ^It was my intention to have added to this paper a short 
supplement on " honest people," but on enquiry from some polite friends 
of mine, who reside at the court end of the town, I learned that this 
race was almost extinct, and even the term which distinguished them, 
becoming nearly obsolete. I have, therefore, not thought it proper to 
trouble the reader with speculations about that which now mare pro- 
perly belongs to the historun than the essayist. 

A. 
London.Ut Julv, ISW. 



